
Basketball team 
nationally ranked 


By Aaron Cook 
Sports Editor 


The Potomac State Col- 
lege men's basketball team 
is NJCAA nationally ranked 
for the first time in recent 
memory. At press time, the 
Cats are number 1 1 in the 
nation. New rankings come 
out this morning. 



Carlton “Fresh” Johnson 
(pictured above) is the 
sixth ranked scorer in 
NJCAA Div. II basketball 
Photo thanks to Ray- 
mond Burner 

Eight games into the 
year, the team has been 
through blowout wins, 
overtime victories and late- 
game comebacks. 

“The best part about the 
team is that they get along, 
meaning we're playing to- 
gether,'' says Head Coach 
Shawn White. 

He feels that the team will 
continue to be successful 
as long as they follow team 
rules and take care of the 
classroom. 

The 6-2 Cats dropped 
a 4-point heartbreaker 
to Montgomery Rockville 
Sunday and lost a close 
game against the third- 
ranked team in the nation, 
Erie Community College. 
The Cats were up by 5 
points but lost by 6. 

White's offense is driven 


by guard play. Sophomore 
guard Carlton “Fresh” 
Johnson averages 25 
points per game this sea- 
son, ranking sixth in the 
nation. “This year's team 
meshes together more and 
has a better understand- 
ing of each other,” Johnson 
said. His scoring average is 
up this year from his fresh- 
man year. He says that in- 
stead of forcing shots, he 
is going more with the flow 
of the game, taking open 
shots as they come. 

Johnson is being recruit- 
ed by UCF, North Carolina 
Central, Pitt., St. Johns 
and UConn. 

Freshman guard Jaron 
Farrell is the glue that 
keeps the team together, 
leading the team in assists 
and steals so far. “We're off 
to a great start. Everybody 
is playing at a good rhythm 
and moving the ball.” Far- 
rell's game is a play mak- 
ing style, “passing the ball, 
looking for my scorers 
first.” 

Forward Ishmail Sesay 
is the team's captain and 
second leading scorer, 
averaging 18 points per- 
game. “Everybody works 
hard and one players' per- 
sonal game complements 
the next.” Sesay feels that 
the team is playing well to- 
gether but needs to work 
on limiting turnovers. 

Starting Forward Jerel 
Wright's injury has limited 
him to just four games this 
year. “I've missed 5 games; 
now I'm 100 percent and 
ready to pick up where I 
left off,” said the sopho- 
more player. 

With a recent victory over 
Montgomery College Rock- 
ville the Cats are scheduled 
to play at the Ben Williams 
Classic in Baltimore, Mary- 
land, during the weekend 
of Dec. 16-18. 

“This year's family atmo- 
sphere is the team's best 
quality,” said White. “I've 
really enjoyed these guys. 
They're very good young 
men.” 





Provost and Mrs. Odell join the campus community on the steps of the Adminis- 
tration Building for a holiday photo. Pictured above are administrators , faculty 
and staff of the college. Classes end Friday , Dec. 9 and final exams run Mon- 
day -Friday, Dec. 12-16. Residence halls close by 4 p.m. on the Friday of finals 
week. Winter recess is Dec. 1 7-Jan. 6. Photo by Raymond Burner 

honored at WVU 

By Cody Hickey 
Feature Editor 

Dr. Kerry Odell: Provost, 
grandfather and Most Loy- 
al Faculty Mountaineer of 
2011 . 

Chosen by a joint com- 
mittee including the WVU 
Alumni Association, WVU 
Foundation, and the 
Mountaineer Week Orga- 
nizing Committee, Odell 
joined three other West Vir- 
ginians honored at WVU. 

The Most Loyal Faculty 
Mountaineer must “exem- 
plify faithfulness to the 
persons, goals and ideals of 
WVU and exhibit support 
for University activities and 
operations through leader- 
ship and service.” 

Odell began his career 
at Potomac State in 2003 
as interim president until 
2005 when he was selected 
as provost. 

Odell was honored on 
Nov. 5 in Morgantown, at 
the half-time show of the 
WVU vs. Louisville game, 
during the 64th annual 
Mountaineer week. 

Other honorees recog- 
nized at the event include 
Jim Justice, Most Loyal 



Dr. Kerry Odell (left) and Becky Lof stead (right) 
recognized by Mel Moraes (center). WVU photo 


West Virginian; Becky Lof- 
stead, Most Loyal Staff 
Mountaineer; and John 
Mallory, Most Loyal Alum- 
ni Mountaineer. 

Odell, who announced 
his plans to step down as 
campus provost in June 
2012, has contributed 
many improvements to 
both the campus and the 
community, including PSC 
becoming a fully integrated 
part of WVU in 2005. “The 
campus has a new energy 
to it, that I think is very im- 
portant,” said Odell. 

Jill Gardner, college li- 
brary director at PSC, said, 
“We would not have the 
library we have today if it 
wasn't for his charisma 


and dedication.” 

During his time as pro- 
vost, more than $25 mil- 
lion has been used to make 
capital improvements to 
the PSC campus. 

The WVU Foundation, 
responsible for fundraising 
and private donations, also 
reports a more than $3 
million increase in private 
donations to benefit PSC 
while Odell was provost. 

The Most Loyal Facul- 
ty and Staff Mountaineer 
award was created in 1994 
and split into two separate 
categories in 2001. The 
Most Loyal West Virginian 
and most Loyal Alumni 
awards have been given 
since 1974. 






PAGE 2 Dec. 7. 2011 PASQ0IN0 


Freshmen value family first 



Ruth Schneider. Photo by Katelyn Eichelberger 


Financial aid news 

Attention: Graduating, transferring, and not 
returning students at Potomac State College. 

All student loan borrowers are required to 
complete exit loan counseling before graduating, 
transferring, or leaving school or after dropping 
below half-time status. Repayment of student loans 
is a serious obligation; students must complete 
exit loan counseling even though they may be re- 
enrolling at WVU or transferring to another college or 
university. 

If the exit counseling process has not yet been 
completed, reminder postcards are sent to the 
students’ permanent mailing addresses. 

Fall graduates who have not completed the exit 
counseling requirement will have a hold placed on 
their University records. The hold prohibits the 
students from obtaining transcripts or grades and 
from registering for classes at WVU and regional 
campuses. Once the exit counseling requirement is 
completed, the hold will be released. 

Transferring students and students who are not 
returning to Potomac State College for the spring 
2012 term should contact the WVU Office of Student 
Accounts at osa@mail.wvu.edu to implement the exit 
counseling process. 


Student/soldier has unique issues 


By Katelyn Eichelberger 
Campus News Editor 

What do you value? Fam- 
ily? Money? Athletic abil- 
ity? Ruth Schneider, Po- 
tomac State’s instructor in 
education, sought to find 
out what freshman in her 
WVUe classes valued this 
semester. 

Freshman hit a record 
high this fall, and approxi- 
mately 130 of those stu- 
dents were in Schneider’s 
class. She gave her stu- 
dents a homework assign- 
ment: to take a list of 40 
values on a worksheet and 
pick the top five that meant 
the most to them. The val- 
ues varied from safety to 
respect. She had no expec- 
tations. 

“I was curious,” Sch- 
neider said. What did 
make the top five, shocked 
her. In order, the top five 
were family, honesty, love, 
respect, and trust. “I was 
just really impressed by 
the qualities they did val- 
ue,” Schneider said. “Mon- 
ey was not even in the top 
five!” 

Schneider thinks tex- 
ting has to do with why 
students ranked family 
so high. Ironically, while 
teachers are getting on 
students for using their 
phones during class, odds 
are they are talking to their 
mother or other family 
member. 

KoAnna Morris, a PSC 
freshman, agrees that fam- 
ily should be on top of the 
list. She said without fam- 
ily, you have nothing and 
that she has been trying 
to teach her two younger 
cousins about that. 

Honesty and trust 
shocked Schneider. She 
said that her past classes 
always seemed so skepti- 
cal of others. She believes 
that love ranked higher 
because college students 
have reached the age in 
development when they are 
looking for a lifelong com- 
panion. 

Respect was not too sur- 
prising to her. “I’ve found 
all of my classes give re- 
spect. Respect is strong 
when they’re shown re- 
spect.” 

Curtis Estep agrees with 
the list. He says that family 


should be on top because 
they have the honesty, re- 
spect, and trust. Another 
freshman, Ashley Crosby, 
gives her ideas saying, 
“Everyone values their 
family and love . . . respect 
and trust, those are really 
big things for me.” 

Schneider wants to share 


how impressed she is with 
the values our freshman 
are holding. These are the 
values that they will be us- 
ing to build future families. 
“I’m real encouraged about 
our future, knowing what 
high quality values our 
freshman are bringing to 
the table.” 


By Grant Dale 
Campus News Editor 

Finals are coming around 
and we are all feeling the 
pinch of the semester com- 
ing to a end, but there are 
students on campus who 
serve in two rolls: college 
student and soldier. These 
soldiers contend with the 
same school load, but par- 
ticipate in military events 
every month and as Army 
National Guard special- 
ist Kevin Helmick puts it, 
“It’s not just one week- 
end a month anymore.” 

Kevin is assigned to 
the 157 th Military Police 
unit out of Moorefield, W. 
Va. In school, he stud- 
ies criminal justice and 
plans to transfer to WVU’s 
main campus after ob- 
taining his associate’s de- 
gree from Potomac State. 

Kevin sees positive and 
negative aspects of belong- 
ing to the National Guard 
and attending college. 

Kevin noted that the Na- 
tional Guard paid his col- 
lege tuition and also gave 
him money every month 
from the G.I. Bill to aid him 
financially while attend 
Potomac State College. 

He was also awarded 
hours of college credit for 
his military schooling due 
to his being an MP and being 
in the criminal justice field. 

Being a soldier has honed 
his discipline and helps 


him to complete schol- 
arly tasks. He says that 
being a solider helps him 
get his priorities in line. 

The main negative is- 
sue Kevin has is “try- 
ing to cram.” Kevin has 
missed four weeks this 
semester with military ab- 
sences and has required 
time to “bounce back.” 

Kevin spoke of an inci- 
dent where he returned 
from missing a week of 
school and was required 
to make up two test at the 
Academic Success Center. 

He said that he didn’t 
think some professors 
understood what goes on 
during the time that he 
is absent from school. 
“I’m up all day and when 
I return to my bunk all I 
want to do is try to relax.” 
Kevin said that there isn’t 
laptop or Internet access 
at the majority of train- 
ing places he has been to. 

Kevin said, “You don’t 
only lose time in class, but 
you lose time to study and 
then return to school and 
you are expected to per- 
form the same on tests 
as if you had have been 
in class the entire time.” 

Kevin also noted that 
some professors do give 
him adequate time to re- 
view material and study 
prior to taking make-up 
test and assignments. 


CLUB NEWS 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE CLUB: The CJ Club meets every 
other Tuesday at 4 p.m. All criminal justice majors are 
encouraged to join. Activities include things from bake 
sales to a trip to the Weston Asylum. Contact Joshua 
Strachan for more information. 

DECA: FASHION SHOW TONIGHT! It will be held 
at 7 p.m. in the Davis Conference Center. Aside from 
the fashion show, DECA is planning to go to the 
International Career Development Conference in April. 
Meetings are every other Wednesday at 4 p.m. Contact 
Jesse Cook for more information. 

SGA UPDATE: A book exchange has been established 
to help students save money on their textbooks. Like 
Student Government Association of Potomac State 
College on Facebook to find more information. 


Communication built on teamwork 



Business Adjunct Instructor Leslie Staggers had her 


students in Leadership and Human Behavior class use 
non-verbal communication to construct a shelter-like 
structure out of newspaper. The lesson was about the 
frustration teams struggle without verbal communication. 
Photo and caption by Campus News Editor Andrew R. Crites 
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Relay president sets $ 1 2TH goal 


Extended Library hours set 

DEAD WEEK 


By Andrew Jones 
Staff Writer 

The student president of 
Potomac State’s Relay for 
Life, Matt Schessler, has 
been striving to make an 
impact using fundraisers 
to gather student interest 
on campus. 

PSC’s Relay for Life is an 
all-night fundraising event 
for the American Cancer 
Society, held in April on 
the quad. 

Schessler is a sopho- 
more political science ma- 
jor from Bethel Park, Pa. 
He was Potomac State 
College’s student repre- 
sentative to the Relay for 
Life: South Atlantic Divi- 
sion Conference. Under 
his presidency, Potomac 
State won “most donations 
per capita,” meaning high- 
est average donation per 
student. “Potomac State 
College had an average of 
$7.92 per student, beating 
WVU’s main campus per 
capita,” he said. 

Schessler was grate- 
ful for the opportunity to 
attend such an event. “I 
would like to thank Dean- 
na Armentrout for being a 
great adviser.” Armentrout, 
associate professor of Eng- 
lish, started the college’s 
Relay for Life and has been 
faculty adviser ever since. 

Schessler said, “I would 
like to see $12,000 raised 
this year since last year 
roughly $10,000 was 
raised.” He plans to do this 


I - 



by gaining the attention of 
businesses as well as stu- 
dents for donations. “One 
business already donating 
to the fund is M&N Screen 
printing.” 

Schessler in planning an 
off-campus dance to raise 
money and a continuation 
of raffles, fundraisers and 
clothing sales. “The off- 
campus dance will allow 
us to charge a fee to get in 
which wouldn’t normally 
be possible to do on cam- 
pus.” 


By Moet Wilson 
Campus News Editor 

Haven’t heard about the 
new Catamount Card here 
at Potomac State? If not, 
you need to know that 
it can probably subtract 
some of your headaches 
here on campus. 

You can now deposit 
money to your account 
just by going online. Pock- 


As far as gaining student 
interest in the organiza- 
tion, Schessler said that 
the Catamounts against 
Cancer holds planning 
meetings twice a month. 
“They’re good to attend if 
students plan on going out 
for a position on the ex- 
ecutive board of the C.A.C. 
(Catamounts against Can- 
cer).” 

Student involvement in 
the C.A.C. is an important 
aspect of Schessler’s goals 
this year. “Even if you don’t 
know someone with can- 
cer, it affects a lot of people 
and will eventually impact 
someone you know.” 

Schessler plans to trans- 
fer to WVU next year and 
will continue involvement 
with Relay for Life while 
pursuing his academic ca- 
reer. 

For more information, 
check out the Facebook 
page: Catamounts Against 
Cancer. 


ets empty? Mom, dad or 
grandma can deposit for 
you. 

The Catamount card al- 
lows you to view transac- 
tions related to meal plans 
and bonus bucks. “Every- 
thing can be done in com- 
fort of your own computer,” 
says Dean Bill Letrent. 

Tired of toting all those 
clothes to the laundry 
room just to find that all 
the washing machines and 
dryers are in use? Well 
now, you’re able to check 
availability and reserve 
machines in your favorite 
location. 

The Catamount card can 
also be used in the Student 
Union, dining and for vend- 
ing machines. It’s your ID 
and “everything else you 
may need” card all in one! 

Users can set up emails 
or receive text alerts notify- 
ing them when events oc- 
cur with their account. 

ALL PSC students can 
have the privilege of this 
new online service by going 
to www.mymountaineer- 
card.wvu.edu and entering 
their MylD username and 
password. Smart Phone 
application will also be 
provided soon. 



Students from SGA and the Criminal Justice Club recent- 
ly volunteered their time at the Faith in Action Food Pan- 
try, offering assistance wherever it was needed. Pictured 
left to right are: Breeona Alston , SGA Senator; Caroline 
Peters ; Josh Strachan, SGA President; Jessica Shanholtz, 
CJ Club; Chris Miller; Deanna Ours , Food Pantry volun- 
teer; Jesse Cook , SGA Senator; and Leavada Allen , Food 
Pantry volunteer. Photo thanks to PSC PR Department 


New Catamount Card offers convenience 


Wednesday and Thursday: & a.m. • midnight 
Friday: & a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

FINALS WEEK 


Sunday: 4 PM. - midnight 
Monday - Wednesday: S> a.m. - midnight 
Thursday: S> a.m. • 9 p.m. + Friday: S> a.m. • 4:30 p.m. 


Deputy Sheriff to Campus Officer 


By Andrew Crites 
Campus News Editor 

Former deputy of the 
Mineral County Sheriff Of- 
fice Brian Kerling is on the 
payroll with the Potomac 
State College Campus Po- 
lice Department. 

Kerling just celebrated 
five years with the sheriff’s 
office, and he has decided 
to serve the PSC Campus 
Police once again. Kerling 
had previously served the 
campus police for approxi- 
mately three years. 

Kerling began his law 
enforcement career in 
2000 with the Montgom- 
ery County (Md.) Police De- 
partment, working in the 
booking unit. In 2002 he 
joined the Piedmont City 
Police Department. Ker- 
ling graduated from the 
WV Basic-Police Academy 
in August 2002, and he 
served with Piedmont for 
two years before joining 
the Keyser Police Depart- 
ment for three years. 

Kerling is a certified FBI 
SWAT team member and 
sniper; he’s also trained in 
counter-terrorism. He has 
also been trained to be a 
police academy instructor. 



Kerling has a Brown Belt 
in Brazilian Jujitsu and 
participates in tourna- 
ments. He attended Tough 
Mudders, an extreme 10- 
mile obstacle running com- 
petition. 

Kerling said with a smile 
on his face, “I do all of this 
stuff for fun.” 

Kerling wants to contin- 
ue his education in crimi- 
nal justice. His previous 
training earned him col- 
lege credits from Marshal 
University and Hagerstown 
Community College follow- 
ing his attendance at West 
Virginia and Maryland 
academies. 

In addition to Kerling, the 
Campus Police are in the 
process of hiring another 
police officer, according to 
Chief Fred Downey. 


Name the new journal of student writing 

Make a name for yourself, and us: help create a 
title for the new journal of student writing. 

There's a lot of great writing happening at 
Potomac State College and we want to share the 
best of it with you. But before we can publish it, 
or even ask you to submit the best of what you've 
written in and out of your classes this semester, 
we need your help. This journal is for students 
— and we'd like you to give it a name. So whether 
you have one suggestion for a title or ten, email 
them to Jennifer.Merrifield@mail.wvu.edu by 
Thursday, Dec. 15. 

Faculty will choose five finalists over break, 
and when you get back to campus in January, 
make sure you grab a Pasquino and vote for your 
favorite. The student whose title is chosen will 
win fame and (a small) fortune, so don't delay. 
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Eastman wants to give back 


By Caroline Peters 
Staff Writer 



Susan Eastman in her office. Photo by Caroline Peters 


Assistant Professor of 
English Susan Eastman is 
new to the staff this year 
at Potomac State College. 
Dr. Eastman teaches both 
English 101 and Com- 
munications 104. In the 
spring semester, she will 
be teaching a multi-ethnic 
literature class. 

Eastman went to college 
in Kentucky, at Berea Col- 
lege, which for her was a 
huge culture shock. She 
had grown up living on the 
side of a mountain in New 
Hampshire. Her father was 
a Vietnam War veteran, 
and they had built their 
own house, generated their 
own electricity through 
windmills and solar, and 
had an outhouse. 

When asked why she 
wanted to pursue an 
English career, Eastman 
pulled out a book, Hurry 
Hurry, Mary Dear! by N.M. 
Bodecker, that her first 


grade teacher had given 
her. Eastman also credits 
playing school as a child 
for sparking her desire to 
teach. 

Eastman has taught at 
the University of Tennes- 
see, in Knoxville, as well 
as a community college in 
Knoxville, Pellissippi State 
Community College. She 
was drawn to Potomac 
State because it’s a resi- 
dential college, with a quad 
field and some military his- 
tory. 

Eastman likes the idea 
that Potomac State is lo- 
cated in the place of an old 
war fort. She enjoys teach- 
ing military veterans and 
taught classes on war lit- 
erature, including the War 
on Terror. Some of the vet- 
erans Eastman had taught 
entered her classroom 
wondering if they could 
handle what she was about 
to teach. She was pleased 
to find that those same 
veterans walked out of her 


classroom with a sense 
of healing after her les- 
sons. She believes that her 
class allowed those veter- 
ans to see that the average 
18-year-old student actu- 
ally cares about the war. 

When asked about the 
students at Potomac State, 
Eastman had mixed feel- 
ings of joy and disappoint- 
ment. She was not the best 
student in high school. She 
had come from a poor fam- 
ily, and did not think col- 
lege was possible; however, 
Berea College changed her 
life. At Berea College ev- 
eryone gets a free scholar- 
ship for ten hours of work 
per week. Eastman was at- 
tracted to Potomac State 
because she wanted to give 
back. 

“I felt lucky to go to col- 
lege. I attended a school 
that was willing to take a 
chance on me. That’s why 
I was drawn to PSC, to 'pay 
it forward.’ I wish more 
students at PSC realized 


that this may be their one 
chance at college. It’s great 
to see the students who 


take advantage of that, and 
I am here to help them like 
I’ve been helped.” 


5ophomore 

By Jennifer Kuh 
Staff Writer 

Her first semester, Ashley 
Hines earned a 3.5 GPA. 
But not only did she suc- 
ceed in the classroom, she 
got it done on the court for 
the Lady Cats basketball 
team. 

This year, Ashley is a 
team captain and is again 
receiving national recogni- 
tion. 

As a freshman, Ashley 
averaged 13 points and 
12.83 rebounds a game 
for the Lady Catamounts 
last year. She was nation- 
ally ranked for the DII NJ- 
CAA women’s basketball in 
steals (83), rebounds (308 
total) and field goal per- 
centage (52 percent). She 
also led the team with 15 
blocks and had the lowest 
turnover-per-game ratio. 

This year Ashley contin- 
ues her dominance. She 
currently is nationally 
ranked second in scoring 
with 105 points, averaging 
26.25 per game. She is also 
ranked fourth in steals and 
rebounds. In four games, 
Ashley has 20 steals and 



captain Ashley Hines is strong on the court 


64 total rebounds. She has Ashley is she works hard 
only committed 1 turnover on the court,” explains 
and has 9 assists. Coach Walton. “Her re- 

“The biggest thing about bounds and steals help us 


get points.” 

Ashley has been recog- 
nized this year as an “NJ- 
CAA Player to Watch.” At 
5’7, Ashley is one of the 
toughest players on the 
court. Her pre-game ritual 
is listening to music and 
getting mentally prepared. 

Ashley is respected by 
her teammates who over- 
whelmingly voted her as 
the team captain. Fresh- 
man starter Ali St. Van, 
from Tequesta, Florida, 
said, “Ashley really brings 
the spark that lights the 
fire to our team, and we re- 
ally wouldn’t be the same 
without her.” 

Ashley works hard, says 
teammates, and doesn’t let 
her new role as the cap- 
tain get to her head. She 
pushes herself and her 
teammates to strive for ex- 
cellence, hoping to obtain 
their goal of playing in the 
national tournament, in Il- 
linois this year. 

Ashley’s major is physi- 
cal education, and she 
came to Potomac State 
College to play basketball. 
She’s from Newark, New 
Jersey, claiming, “It’s the 


biggest city in New Jersey.” 
Ashley’s dad inspired her 
to play basketball when 
she was 5 years old. She 
had her first court experi- 
ence in the fourth grade 
and loved playing in the 
backyard. 

Ashley’s talent goes be- 
yond basketball. In high 
school, she started playing 
soccer her sophomore year 
where she was a goalie who 
averaged 20 saves a game. 
She was formally invited 
to attend the 16 th annual 
“Mercer 33” Girls’ Soccer 
Awards Dinner. This ban- 
quet honors the top Colo- 
nial Valley Conference and 
prep school players who 
are selected by the coaches 
of the conference. Accord- 
ing to club officials, “It’s a 
much respected honor that 
only the best receives.” 

After Potomac State, Ash- 
ley plans to attend a Divi- 
sion One university and 
continue to play basketball 
and obtain her bachelor’s 
degree. After college she 
wants to fulfill her ultimate 
dream of becoming a pro- 
fessional athlete. 
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Men ranked# 'l 7 

See Page 1 for the story 


Sports photos thanks to Raymond Burner 



Pictured above, Jaron Farrell moves the ball up 
court. Head coach Shawn White calls Farrell 
“the general on the floor.” Below, freshman Mi- 
chah Parker, shoots over an opposing player 





Lady Cats play home five times in Jan. 



By Marshall Porter 
Sports Editor 

The Potomac State Col- 
lege Lady Cats have start- 
ed the season with a record 
of 3-2. Head Coach Jim 
Walton thinks the team is 
making progress. “Every 
day we’re looking to get 
better and we feel like we 
are headed toward a suc- 
cessful season.” 

The Lady Cats suffered a 
tough lose against Patrick 
Henry Community Col- 
lege, ranked number seven 
in the nation, by a narrow 
margin of 6 points. 

However, in the next 
game they rebounded with 
a victory over Frederick 
Community College, 73- 
69. 

The Lady Cats are led by 


captain Ashley Hines who 
is currently ranked second 
in scoring statistics in Di- 
vision Two NJCAA. 

Beginning the first week 
of the spring semester, the 
Lady Cats begin a home 
stretch: Jan. 12, 14, 16, 


23, and 25 against oppo- 
nents Cecil College, CC of 
Allegheny County North, 
Butler County Commu- 
nity - Pa., CC of Allegheny 
County-South, and CC of 
Allegheny County-Boyce. 


Volleyball team takes state championship; 
Amber Wesley honored by NJCAA 



Sports photos by Raymond Burner 


Lady Cats volleyball team won the PCAA in a victory over Harrisburg Community 
College. The win was their 10th consecutive victory for the season and the 21st on 
the year. The team finished 25-3 on the year, falling short at the Region XX title 
game, marking the first time a Potomac State team has played for the championship. 

Amber Wesley has been recognized as an 201 1 Volleyball All-American, honorable 
mention. 

Wesley finished the year as the team’s leaing scorer. She was named to the PCAA 
All-State team along with teammate Taylor Oates. By Aaron Cook, Sports Editor 


Baseball aims for repeat trip to Series 


Sophomore infielder TJ Weisenburg, pictured at last 
year’s District playoffs, returned this year as part 
of the Catamount’s campaign to return to the World 
Series. 

The team will continue its conditioning and prac- 
tices through finals week. 

The official season begins with the first game in 
late February 2012. Assistant baseball coach Don 
Schafer said the team also plans to travel south for 
several games during their season. 
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Don’t stress over finals 

Finals are approaching and as everyone prepares for the two- 
hour long journey to the summit, keep one thing in mind: De- 
cember is not the time to stress. 

Final exams are the final mountain to climb. All the trails and 
terrains you learned your way throughout the semester will be 
tested. And once you have finished, you have the feeling of ac- 
complishment, and the reward 
of a college credits toward your 
degree. Whether you’re a psy- 
chology major lost in the jungle 
of the stars in astronomy or a 
biology major chasing Lewis 
Carroll down a hole in lit class, 
all the information you’re learn- 
ing contributes to a well-round- 
ed college graduate. 

Now, to venture through 
the unknown of a final exam, 
it’s up to you to prove to your 
professor that you did earn 
your credit! Of course, it can 
be scary when you don’t know 
what to expect, but again, don’t stress! You are probably more 
prepared than you think. 

If you have previous tests, use them as your compass. Profes- 
sors often use previous test questions for the final. If you don’t 
have any tests then use notes, handouts, or worksheets you still 
have. And your textbook is a great map. Be sure to ask your 
professor any questions you have. If you’re seeking a quiet place 
to study, the library is a great place to go; open hours are ex- 
tended during finals week. 

Your final exams are nothing to be afraid of, pack your bags 
and be prepared for anything. And good luck on your journey. 

Remember from your study of literature (Alice in Wonderland): 
“Begin at the beginning and go on till you come to the end: then 
stop.” Katelyn Eichelberger 


PASQ0IN0 

The student newspaper 

Potomac State College of West Virginia University 
pasquino@mail.wvu.edu 

304-788-6966 101 fort Ave., Keyser, WV 26726 

faculty Adviser fred Jacoby:fwjacoby@mail.wvu.edu 

Editors : Kate Sedgwick and Charles Walker 

Campus News Editors : Andrew Crites, Grant Dale, 

Katelyn Eichelberger, and Cody Hickey 

feature Editors : Moet Wilson and Charles Walker 

Photo Editor : Kate Sedgwick 

Sports Editors : Aaron Cook and Marshall Porter 

Staff Writers and photographers : 

Ralphie Chagolla, Donald Crisdon, Daniel 
Everhart, John Hartman, CJ Jansky, Lauren 
Johnston, Andrew Jones, Ephraim Judy, Jennifer 
Kuh, Kelly Mills, Caroline Peters, Hailey Truman, 
Desire Vites, Elisha Wagoner 


Oun. 

Merry Christmas 

Has Christmas lost its jingle? As the years pass, I have slowly 
watched the holiday spirit fly past the milk and cookies and 
out the window. I cannot remember the last time I stayed up in 
the late hours of the night waiting for old Saint Nick. Are those 
feelings of joy, bliss, and happiness an icy memory? Is there 
hope for defrost? I am coming to realize that those feelings of 
joy aren’t lost; they have just changed form. Now, instead of 
excitement from receiving presents, I get the same joy when I 
give the presents. Instead of insisting on placing the star on 
the tree, I am the ladder for the younger kids to reach the top. 
Growing older and gaining responsibilities, roles in life shift. It 
is now my time to make sure that the spirit stays alive in the 
hearts of the younger generation! I had my childhood Christmas 
experience, and now I have to pass the torch. I’m fine with that. 
Because although now I am in charge of the elf work, stuffing 
stockings, making cookies, wrapping presents, I am helping the 
jingle stay in Christmas. Kate Sedgwick 

Friendliest city in USA? 

Welcome to Keyser, W.Va., the “Friendliest city in the USA” 
and home to Potomac State College, a fully integrated division 
of WVU. With an ever-increasing student community of 1,800 
students, and around 800 actually living on campus, college 
students make up a substantial part of Keyser’s population of 
just over 5,000. But is Keyser a college town, or just a town with 
a college in it? 

When you can count all the restaurants on your hands 
and the best shopping is “a Wal-Mart up the road,” what are 
students supposed to think? I understand that PSC prides 
itself in the natural beauty that surrounds our campus, but 
how many hiking trails are easily available to students? There’s 
Queen’s Point, but do out-of-towners know how to get there? Do 
the residents of Keyser look forward to the return of students 
every fall or do they take it as an inconvenience? 

Students feel genuinely disconnected from the year-round 
residents in Keyser and the police force does not help in making 
them feel more comfortable. Cars that do not have the privilege 
to sport a West Virginia license plate are often singled out by 
police officers. Being a male college student, I get the third 
degree every time my taillight happens to go out. Drug dogs and 
vehicle searches do not make people feel welcome. I understand 
that it’s all about making Keyser safer, and the influx of 
students in this small town does have an effect, but is it really 
worth it to continually victimize innocent students who, in part, 
help fund both the Keyser and Campus cops? 

So, the bottom line is this: Potomac State College should 
be not only a fully integrated part of WVU, but also a fully 
integrated part of Keyser. Cody Hickey 

I vote for a Prom 

Reminiscing with friends about high school, what are the most mem- 
orable moments? Prom was definitely a BIG deal. Wouldn’t it be nice to 
do it all over again? 

Maybe you weren’t the most popular guy or girl in high school and 
prom was a total nightmare. But now you’re in college; your whole 
identity/ reputation sits on a clean slate. Shouldn’t you be able to redo 
that nightmare, turning it into one of the best nights of your life? 

In high school, prom was a social gathering celebrating your class 
with “a good time.” Are college graduates too old to have fun? 

Having proms in college may even motivate students to graduate. It’s 
so much more to look forward to than a boring graduation ceremony, 
full of speakers saying all the same things in five different ways! 

Moet Wilson 
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PSC sophomore lives with inherited eye condition 


By Moet Wilson 
Campus News Editor 

Can you imagine find- 
ing out at the age of six, 
that you will become blind 
around age 30? 

RP, Retinitis Pigmentosa, 
affects night and periph- 
eral vision. The Morgan- 
town WVU eye institution 
diagnosed a sophomore at 
PSC, Laurie Woodall, with 
this disease at age six. 

The disease is hereditary 
and runs on her dad's side 
of the family. “The trait is 
recessive and I was the one 
who apparently got lucky 
with it,” says Woodall. 

Her brother, Dakota 
Woodall, a freshman at 
PSC, does not have the dis- 
ease. She was the only one 
out of the two to receive the 
recessive trait. 

Woodall isn't allowed to 
drive at night, “period.” 
The dim lighting affects 
her eyes and she is usually 
dependent on other people. 
She has recently started 
using Mobility, which is a 
cane to help her get from 



Photo by Moet Wilson 

point A to B at night. 

Woodall says, “Its prob- 
ably really embarrass- 
ing.... but having mobility 
will give me more indepen- 
dence in the near future.” 
This disease doesn't af- 


fect Woodall education 
wise because all her class- 
es are during the day but it 
does affect her socially. “I 
am limited to what I can do 
with my life. However, I am 
pretty used to it now.” 

Woodall plans to gradu- 
ate this fall, “if everything 
goes as planned,” she says. 
She's now studying gener- 
al studies and is deciding 
what major to pick so she 
can continue her educa- 
tion and get her master's. 

“I have met some really 
nice people along the way 
and they have been a great 
support system,” says 
Woodall. She says she will 
miss PSC when she trans- 
fers in the near future. 


PSC recognizes students for exemplifying various charac- 
ter traits through CHARACTER COUNTS! - a character 
educational framework that teaches six pillars of character: 
trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, 
and citizenship. Faculty and staff at the college nominate 
students they believe exhibit one or more of these traits. Stu- 
dents receiving the honor for F all 2011 and pictured from 
top to bottom, are: Tyler Yoak and Chynna Kiser for respon- 
sibility; Shannon Harvey and Brenda Minshall for trustwor- 
thiness; Calvin Bosley and Kimberly C rites for respect. 



Smoking marijuana can 
lead to memory loss and. 
and 

*J|I 1/ This message brought to you 

• « « « by the PSC Alcohol & Drug 

Prevention Program 



Values discussed in new movie 


By Andrew Crites 
Campus News Editor 

Alex Kendrick, writer and 
director of the new Sher- 
wood Pictures movie Cou- 
rageous, asked a congrega- 
tion of people, “Where are 



you men of courage?” in 
the last scene of the movie. 

The movie is about four 
law enforcement officers 
facing issues, raising their 
children. Courageous lead- 
ers must be unleashed 
within them. 

Alex Kendrick, starring as 
Adam Mitchell, developed a 
declaration called Revolu- 
tion. The revolution-based 
Christian faith encouraged 
them to become strong 
leaders in their families as 
well as their careers. 

Courageous is a fictional, 
Christian film filled with 
police chases, suspect ap- 
prehension, drugs and vio- 
lence; the movie doesn't 
cover up the need for fa- 
therly values. 

Three fathers on campus 
were asked how they re- 
sponded to issues raising 
their children. 

Campus Police Sergeant 
Mike Cannon says he re- 
flects Christian values to- 
ward his children. Cannon 
encourages his three chil- 
dren to try their hardest 
and to define their abilities 
to contribute to society. He 
emphasizes for his chil- 
dren the values he learned 
in church as a child. 

Dr. John Hawkins, mu- 
sic professor on campus, 
reflects strong Christian 
values with his children. 
He believes in giving con- 
structive suggestions to his 
children, instead of using 
dictatorship. Facing issues 
involving children is not 
black or white, but each 
approach is different de- 
pending on circumstances. 

Dean for Curriculum and 
Instruction Douglas Wilm- 
es said he uses encourage- 
ment and support through 
life choices. As part of the 
campus administration, 
he reflects similar values 
of encouragement to stu- 
dents on campus. 
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Derontae Mason 

“I was 8. My brother 
had a camera. We 
kept it on all night. 
The next morning 
we saw my Mom 
putting presents 
under the tree.” 


Alexis Steele 

“I’m not even sure if 
my parents told me 
he didn’t exist. I think 
I found out through 
school.” 



PSC STYLE 

First in a series 
By Charles Walker, Editor 

Style icon: Jessica Alba: 
“she’s effortless and 
timeless.” 

Favorite place to shop: I 

love Nordstrom! They have 
all my favorite designers in 
one store. 

Favorite Label: Elizabeth 
and James. 

Favorite Designer: 

Monique Lhuillier, her 
gowns are romantic, 
feminine, unique, and 
timeless. 

Favorite Artist: 

Van Gough. 

Item I’d kill for: Chanel 
Bag!!!!! 

Essential pieces for fall 
wardrobe: Colored pants, 
motorcycle boots, flair 
jeans, leather jacket, and an 
oversized sweater! 

Fashion show tonight 

Tonight’s fashion 
show at Davis Con- 
ference Center will 
have a seasonal 
theme, with apparel 
from Ralph Lauren, 
Macy’s, and more. 

The 25-minute show 
will be followed by 
an after party. 



Laurel Podlesnik 
Freshman | Psychology 



STUDENT SPEAK 


Interviews by Katelyn Eichelberger; 
photos by Grant Dale 


JT Costilow 

“Nobody really told 
me... it was just kinda 
like a growing up thing. 

I told my parents I 
knew about Santa Claus 
when I was 12 or 13.” 



Kelsie Harrison 

“I caught them. I saw them 
bringing presents in. I was 

^ or Lysha Lewis 

“I was like 12 and my 
uncle fell on the presents. 

It woke me up and we 
found my parents putting 
presents under the tree.” 





When did you find out the truth 
about Santa? 


Commuter and Dorm: a day in the life 

Reporting and photography by Kate Sedgwick 

Meet Cheri Alt, mother of three and student at Potomac State College. Meet Travis 
Gunter, only child from Stevens City, Va. also a student here. Although these two at- 
tend PSC, they have very different day-to-day lives. 



Wake up at 6:45 am, get ready for the 
day. Wake kids up at 7, get them fed 
and ready. Leave house at 7:30. Drop 
kids off at at school, drop youngest 
off at Grandmother’s and stop for 
coffee. Get to school by 7:55 and find 
a parking spot (hopefully). Class until 
11:30. Pick up kid from Grandmother’s. 
Go home, make lunch, get ready for 
kids to get home. Get kids off bus at 3, 
make snacks and help with homework. 
Dinner at 5 (with family), bath time, 
and then down time for kids. Bed time 
at 8:30-kids actually asleep at 9:30. 
Study, TV, caft projects, until midnight, 
and then it’s time for bed. 



Wake up at 7:00 am, get ready for day. 
Leave dorm and go to class from 8:30- 
11:30. After class, go to dorm for nap. 
Wake up, go back to class at 3:30. Get 
out of class at 4:15, go to dorm to relax. 
Watch TV, play Call of Duty. Dinner 
at 5:30 (with friends). Back to dorm to 
relax. Study time if needed and hang 
out with friends. Bedtime at 1 a.m. 

PSC HOLIDAY TEST 

Shop for holiday gifts, listen to great music, 
and eat. Door prizes, white elephant table 

Saturday, Dec. 1 0 
9 a.m - 4 p.m. 

Lough Gymnasium 

Tastefully Simple, Tupperware, Avon, 
Pampered Chef, WV items, crafts, holiday 
decorations, natural foods, jewelry, sports stuff 







